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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

Independent Auditor 's Report 

DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

I have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the aggregate remaining 
fund information of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff, a component unit of the DeSoto Parish Police Jury, as of and for 
the year ended June 30, 2008, which collectively comprise the SherifTs basic financial statements as listed in the 
table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs managemenL 
My responsibility is to express opinions on these basic financial statements based on my audiL 

I conducted my audit In accordance with auditing standards generaliy accepted in the United States of America 
and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit Includes 
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An 
audit also Includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as 
well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable 
basis for my opinions. 

In' my opinion, the financial statements referred to above, present fairly, in all material respects, the respective 
financial position of the governmental activities and the aggregate remaining fund information of the DeSoto 
Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 2008, and the respective changes in financial position for the year then ended In 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued my report dated January 23, 2009, on my 
consideration of the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting and on my tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contract and grant agreements and other matters. The 
purpose of that report is to describe the scope of my testing of internal control over financial reporting and 
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial 
reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government 
Auditing Standards and important in assessing the results of my audit. 

The management's discussion and analysis pages 4-10 and the budgetary comparison information on page 28-29 
are not a required part of the basic financial statements but are supplementary informat'on required by accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United Slates of America. 1 have applied certain limited procedures, which 
consisted principally of Inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the 
required supplementary information. However, 1 did not audit the Information and express no opinion on it. 

My audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise 
the DeSoto Sheriffs basic financial statements. The accompanying financial information listed as "Other 
supplementary information and schedules" tn the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis 
and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. This information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly stated in ail material 
respects In relation to the basic financial statements taken as a whole. 

Mansfield, Louisiana 
January 23, 2009 

CPf^ 



REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION (PART I) 

MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
(Unaudited) 



DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
?4ansfi6ld, Louisiana 

Management's Discussion and Analysis (Unaudited) 

Within this section of the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs (the Sheriff) annual financial report, the Sheriffs 
managemeDt is pleased to provide this narrative discussion and analysis ofthe fmancial activities of 
the Sheriff for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008. The Sheriffs financial performance is discussed 
and analyzed within the context of the accompanying fmancial statements and disclosures following 
this section. 

FINANCIAL HIGHUGHTS 

The Sheriffs assets exceeded its liabilities by $7,583,386 (net assets) for the fiscal year reported-
Total net assets are comprised ofthe following: 

• Capital assets of $720,495 include property and equipment, net of accumulated 
depreciation. There is no outstanding debt related to the purchase of capital assets. 

• Unrestricted net assets of $6,791,188 which represents the portion available to 
maintain the Sheriffs continuing obHgations to citizens and creditors. 

• Restricted net assets of $57,055 represent grant amounts to be used for the Drug Task 
Force and DARE. 

The Sheriff's governmental funds report total ending fund balance of $6,906,161 this year. This 
compares to the prior year ending fimd balance of $5,625,223 showing an increase of $1,280,938 
for the current year. At the end of the current fiscal year, the unreserved fund balance for the General 
Fund was $6,832,683 or 97% of total General Fund expenditures and 82% of total General Fund 
revenues including transfers. Overall, the Sheriffs office continues to mamtain a strong fmancial 
position. The fmancial highlights are explained in more detail in the "financial analysis" section of 
this document. 

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

This Management Discussion and Analysis document introduces the Sheriffs basic financial 
statements. The basic financial statements include: (1) govermnent-wide financial statements, (2) 
fimd financial statements, and (3) notes to the basic financial statements. 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE F1NANCL\L STATEMENTS 

The Sheriffs annual report includes two govemment-wide financial statements. These statements 
provide both long-term and short-term infonnation about fhe Sheriffs overall financial status. 
Financial reporting at this level uses a perspective similar to that found in the private sector with its 
basis in accrual accountmg and elimination or reclassification of activities between fimds. 



GOVERmiENT-WIDEFINANCLAL STATEMENTS (Contuiued) 

The first of these govemment-wide statements is the Statement of Net Assets. This is the 
govemment-wide statement of position presenting information that includes all ofthe Sheriffs assets 
and liabilities, with the difference reported as net assets. Over time, increases or decreases in net 
assets may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Sheriff as a whole is 
improving or deteriorating. Evaluation ofthe overall health ofthe Sheriff would extend to other non-
fmancial factors such as diversification of the taxpayer base, in addition to the financial information 
provided in this report. 

The second govemment-wide statement is the Statement of Activities, which reports how the 
Sheriffs net assets changed during the current fiscal year. All current year revenues and expenses are 
mcluded regardless of when cash is received or paid. An important purpose of the design of the 
statement of activities is to show the fmancial reUance ofthe Sheriff^s distinct activities or fimctions 
on revenues provided by the Sheriffs taxpayers. 

The govemment-wide financial statements present govemmental activities of the Sheriff that are 
principally supported by property and sales taxes. The sole purpose of these govenunental activities is 
public safety. The govemment-wide financial statements are presented on pages 12 and 13 in the last 
column of this report. 

FUND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

A fimd is an accountability unit used to maintain control over resources segregated for specific 
activities or objectives. The Sheriff uses funds to ensure and demonstrate compHance with finance-
related laws and regulations. Within the basic financial statements, fimd financial statements focus 
on the Sheriffs most significant funds rather than the Sheriff as a whole, 

Govemmental fimds are reported in the flmd financial statements and encompass the same function 
reported as govemmental activities in fhe govemment-wide financial statements. However, the focus 
is very different with fimd statements providing a distmctive view of the Sheriffs govermnental 
funds, including object classifications. These statements report short-term fiscal accoimtability 
focusing on the use of spendable resources and balances of spendable resources available at the end 
of the year. They are useful in evaluating annual financing requirements of govemmental programs 
and commitment of spendable resources for the near-term. 

Since the government-wide focus includes the long-term view, comparisons between these two 
perspectives-may provide insight into the long-term nnpact of short-term financing decisions. Both 
the govenunental flmd balance sheet and the govemmental fund operating statement provide a 
reconciliation to assist in understanding the differences between these two perspectives. The basic 
govemmental fimd financial statements are presented on pages 12 and 13 in the first three columns of 
this report. 

Fiduciary fimds are reported in the financial statements and report taxes collected for other taxing 
bodies, deposits held pending court action and the hidividual prison inmate accounts. The Sheriff 
only reports agency funds. The fiduciary fund financial statements are presented on page 14 and 15 of 
this report. 



NOTES TO THE BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The accompanying notes to the fmancial statements provide mformation essential to a fiiU 
miderstanding of the govemment-wide and fimd financial statements. The notes to the financial 
statements begin on page 17 of this report. 

OTIIER INFORMATION 

In addition to the basic fmancial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain 
required supplementary information conceming the Sheriff's budget presentations. Budgetary 
comparison statements are mcluded for die general fund as "required supplementary information." 
This statement is a schedule demonstratmg compliance with the Sheriffs adopted and final revised 
budget. Required supplementary information can be found on pages 29 of this report. 

GOVERNMENT-WIDE FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The following table provides a summary ofthe Sheriffs net assets: 

SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS OF NET ASSETS 

ASSETS 

Cash and InterBst-bearing deposits 

Other recBtvablBs 

Prepaid Items 

Capital assets, net 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

Current liabilities: 

Accounts and other accrued payables 

Long-term liabilities: 

Compensated absences 

TOTAL LfABILITIES 

NET ASSETS 

Invested In capital assets 

Restricted for other uses 

Unrestricted 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 

June 30,20DB 

Govemmental 

Activities 

$ 6,748,649 

288,439 

150 

720,497 

7,757.735 

42.053 

146.942 

188,995 

720,497 

57.055 

6.791,188 

S 7,568.740 

Percentage 

of Tolal 

86.99% S 

3.72% 

0.00% 

9.29% 

1QQ% 

22.25% 

77.75% 

100% 

s_ 

June 30.2007 

Govemmenla! 

Activities 

5.461.452 

290.906 

150 

548,626 

6,301,134 

54.554 

146.150 

202,704 

548.626 

59,486 

5.490,318 

. 6,098,430 

Percentage 

of Total 

86.67% £ 

4.62% 

0,00% 

8.71% 

100% 

26.91% 

73.09% 

100% 

$ 

June 30. 2005 

Govemmental 

Activities 

3,857.703 

261.053 

150 
416,984 

4.535,890 

19.334 

139.276 

158,610 

416.984 

49,446 

3,910,850 

4,377,280 

Percentage 

of Total 

85.05% 

5.76% 

0.00% 

9.19% 

100% 

12.19% 

87.81% 

100% 

The Sheriff continues to maintain operations with no long term debt. This is an mdication of the 
Sheriffs ability to pay obligations as they become due. The Sheriff reported positive balances in net 
assets for the govenunental activities. Net assets increased by 51,470,312 for govemmental activities 
in fiscal year 2008. Also, note that only 9.5% ofthe govemmental activities' net assets are tied up in 
capital assets. The Sheriff uses these capital assets to provide services to its citizens. 



CHANGES IN NET ASSETS 

Comparative data for govemment-wide information is presented as it acciunulates and is presented to 
assist analysis in future years. The following table provides a summary of the Sheriffs changes in 
net assets: 

SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES 

REVENUES: 
Program: 
Charges for services/fines 
Operating and capital grants 

General: 
Properly taxes 
Sales tax 
Video poker 
Unrestricted stale grants 
Interest 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL REVENUES 

PROGRAM EXPENSES: 
Public safety 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

BEGINNING NET ASSETS 
Prior Period Adjuslment 
ENDING NET ASSETS 

June 30, 2006 

Governmental 
Activities 

S 1.736.266 
642.264 

2.958.901 
2.748.825 

143.985 
74.320 

170.455 
6B.D66 

8,543,082 

(7.072.770) 
(7.072,770) 

1,470.312 

6,098.428 

$ 7,568,740 

%of 
Total 

20.32% 
7.52% 

34.64% 
32.18% 

1.59% 
0.87% 
2.00% 
0.80% 
100% 

100% 

June 30,: 

Governinental 
Activities 

1,646.572 
484.070 

2.344,868 
2.645,792 

120.254 
51.781 

207,075 
104.859 

7.605.271 

(5,884.121) 
(5.884,121) 

1.721.150 

4.377,280 

6,098,430 

2007 

%of 
Total 

21.65% $ 
6.36% 

30.83% 
34.79% 

1.58% 
0.68% 
2.72% 

1.38% 
100% 

100% 

5" 

June 30, 2Q06 

Governmental 
Activities 

1,407,383 
594.762 

2,251.367 
1,903.864 

94.883 
52,276 

134,520 
98.440 

6.537,495 

(5.758.973) 
(5,758,973) 

778.522 

3.547.068 
51.690 

4,377,280 

%of 
Total 

21.53% 
9.10% 

34.44% 
29.12% 

1.45% 
0.80% 
2.06% 
1.51% 
100% 

100% 

Governmental Revenues 

The Sheriff is heavily reliant on sales and property taxes to support its operations. Sales tax revenue 
dedicated to personnel salaries provided about 32% of revenue. This was an increase of $103,033 or 
3.9% over 2007. Property taxes provided 34.64% ofthe Sheriffs total revenues. Property taxes paid 
under protest since 2000 that have not been released to the Sheriff are approximately 80% of the 
receivable. Because ofthe Sheriffs healthy financial position, interest eamings of $170,455 were 
generated to support governmental activities. Also, note that program revenues cover 33.6% of 
govemmental operating expenses. This means that the govemment's taxpayers and the Sheriffs 
other general revenues fund 66.4% of its operations. 

Govemmental Functional Expenses 

The total function of the Sheriffs office is public safety-law enforcement activities. Of the total 
costs, depreciation on the office equipment and vehicles was $186,439 or 2.6% of total expenses. 

Major Govemmental Fund 

The General Fund is the Sheriffs primary operating fund and the largest source of day-to-day service 
delivery. The General Fund's 2008 fund balance hacreased by $1,304,033. Several factors contributed 
to this fond increase. Overall, revenues from all sources increased $929,693 for the year. 
Expenditures reflect an increase of $1,202,039 over last year, or about 21%. Of this increase, 



$622,909 was m personal service and related benefits. Operating services increased by $35,881; 
material and supplies increased by SI 98,357; and travel and other charges increased by $252,591. 

Non-major Governmental Funds 

The other non-major fimds tiiat the Sheriffs office maintains are those related to DARE, Task Force 
activities, a Grant Fund, Criminal Interdiction, and the Commissary. The primary revenue stream in 
the Tri-Parish Task Force is a federal grant for narcotics investigations, which decreased this year by 
$5,415. DARJE's primary activities are for tiie salary and expenses related to a deputy for drug 
intervention/education for children. The revenue and expenditures for this fimd have both remained 
fairly constant. During the year ended June 30, 2008, the Drug Task Force Fimd lacked the funds to 
pay all salaries and borrowed money from the General Fund. The Criminal Interdiction Fund is 
comprised of monies released that were held from dmg seizures. The Commissary Fund is used to 
account for activities related to the needs of mmates while in the Sheriffs custody. 

The non-major fund/Special Revenue Fund's revenues increased by S4,995 over 2008 while the 
expenditures increased by $3,261. The Task Force released sei2au'e money to the DeSoto District 
Attomey and tiie Eleventh Judicial District Court Division C of $48,918. The net effect, after other 
fmancing somces effects, was a frmd balance decrease of $23,095 for 2008 versus the 2007 net 
decrease of $27,049 and tiie 2006 net mcrease of $21,238. 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

Budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the fiscal year. The budget 
policy ofthe Sheriff comphes with state law, as amended, and as set forth in the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes Titie 39, Chapter 9, Louisiana Local Govemment Budget Act. The Sheriff amended the 
original budget primarily to accommodate an increase in revenues and the increase in salaries and 
related benefits and materials and supplies. 

CAPITAL ASSETS AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 

Capital assets 

The Sheriffs investment in capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation as of June 30, 2008, was 
$720,495. 

Govemmental Activities 
2D08 2007 2006 

Depreciable assets: 
Office building, equipment & furniture 
Vehicles 

Total depreciable assets 

Less accumulated depreciation 

BDOI^ value - depreciable assets 

Percentage depreciated 63.24% 65.82% 71.62% 

At June 30, 2008, the depreciable capital assets for govemmental activities were 63.24% depreciated 
versus 65.82% in the prior year. This comparison indicates that the Sheriff is replacmg its assets at a 
steady rate. This percentage is a positive indicator. 

316.671 
1.643.591 

1.960,262 

1,239.767 

720,495 

$ 
_ 

, 

, $_ 

216.252 $ 
1,388.916 

1,605,168 

1.056.542 

548,626 $ 

199,811 
1,280,085 

1,479,896 

1.062.913 

416,984 



The major additions to the vehicle account include:13 new vehicles for $276,110 (average cost of 
$21,239) There was also a $100,000 grant received and expended to build a new satellite office in 
Logansport. 

DEBT ADMINISTRATION 

At year end, the Sheriffs long-term debt is due to employees for uncompensated eamed absences. 

ECONOMIC FACTORS AND NEXT YEAR'S BUDGET 

The annual budget is developed to provide efficient, effective and economic uses of the Sheriffs 
resources, as well as, a means to accomplish tiie highest priority objectives. Through the budget, the 
Sheriff sets tiie direction ofthe department, allocates its resources, and establishes its priorities. The 
following economic factors were considered when the budget for the fiscal year end June 30, 2008 
was prepared. 

• Revenues are expected to remain consistent with the prior year 
• The Sheriff plans to continue to update the vehicles in the department 
• Health care is expected to increase in 2008. 
• Personnel will be given raises during tiie year. 

CONTACTING THE SHERIFF'S FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the Sheriffs finances, compHance 
with governmental financial reporting laws and regulations, and demonstrate the Sheriffs 
commitment to public accountability. If you have questions about this report or would like to request 
additional infonnation, contact Rodney Arbuckle, Sheriff, 205 Franklin, Mansfield, LA 71052. 
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STATEMENT A 
DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 

Mansfield. Louisiana 

GOVERN.iyiENTAL FUNDS BALANCE SHEET / STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS 
June 30, 2008 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Accounts receivables 
Interfund receivable 
Prepaid expenses 
Capital assets, net of accumulated 

depreciation (see note 6) 
TOTAL ASSETS 

$ 

A. 

Fund Financial Statements 
General 

Fund 

6,632,411 
287.164 

46,506 
-

-
6,966.081 

Nonmajor 
Funds 

$ 116.238 
1.275 
8.021 

150 

$ 125.684 

Total 

$ 6,748.649 
288.439 

54.527 
150 

$ 7,091,765 

Government-Wide 

Adjustments 
Note 1(D) 

$ - $ 

(54.527) 
-

720.497 
665.970 

Statements 
Statement of 
Net Assets 

6.748.649 
288,439 

150 

720.497 
7,757,735 

LIABILITIES 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Interfund payables 
Deferred ad valorem revenue 
Long-term debt (see note 7) 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

FUND BALANCES/NET ASSETS 
Fund balances: 

Resen/ed 
Unreserved 

TOTAL FUND BALANCES 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

Net Assets: 
Invested in capital assets, net of related debt 
Restricted 
Unrestricted 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 

$ 42,053 $ 
2.321 

89,024 

133,398 

6,832.683 
6,832,683 

$ 6,966.081 i 

52.206 

52,206 

57.055 
16,423 
73,478 

B 125,684 

$ 42,053 
54.527 
89,024 

185,604 

57.055 
6.849.106 
6.906.161 

$ 7.091.765 

54.527 
89.024 

(146.942) 
(3,391) 

57,055 
6.849,106 
6.906,161 
6,902.770 

720,497 
57,055 

6.791.188 
$ - $ 

42,053 

146,942 
188.995 

-

720.497 
57.055 

6.791,188 
7,568.740 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 11 



STATEMENT B 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 

Mansfield, Louisiana 

Statennent of Governnnental Fund Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes In Fund Balances / 

Statennent of Activities 
For the year ended June 30, 200B 

Public Safety: 

Personal services & related benefits 
Operating expenses 
Materials & supplies 
Travel & other charges 
Capital outlays 
Depreciation 

Total Expenditures/Expenses 

PROGRAM REVENUES 

Prisoner relmbureement fees 

Contractual fees 

Fines, forteitures. and other commissions 

Operating grants and contributions 

Tolal Program Revenues 

Net Program Expense 

GENERAL REVENUES 

Property taxes 

Sales taxes 

State revenue sharing 

Video poker 

Miscellaneous income 
Investment earnings 

Total General Revenues 

EXCESS (DfiHciency) of REVENUES OVER 

EXPENDITURES/CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

Other financing 50urces(uses): 

Operating transfers in (out) 

Paid to other taxing entitles 

Gain (Loss) on sale of assets 

Compensation for damaged assets 

Total other financial sources 

EXCESS (Deficiency) of REVENUES OVER 

EXPENDITURES AND OTHER FINANCING 

SOURCES(USES)/CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

FUND BALANCE/NET ASSETS: 

Beginning ofthe Year 

Enci of Year 

Fund Financial Statements 

General 

Fund 

$ 5.015.525 
579,613 
815,313 
270.948 
376,530 

7,057,929 

386,536 

613,589 
649,909 

594,703 

2,244.737 

4,813,192 

2,942.607 

2,748,825 
74.320 

143,985 

24,209 
168,876 

6,102,822 

1,289,630 

(5.740) 

20,143 

Nonmajor 

Funds 

36.642 $ 
85,382 
32,046 
2,652 

157,222 

86.232 

47.561 

133.793 

23.429 

41,933 
1.579 

43,512 

20,083 

5.740 

(48,918) 

Total 

5.052,167 
665.495 
847,359 
273.600 
376.530 

7.215,151 

386,536 

613.589 

736.141 

642.264 

2.378.530 

4.836,621 

2.942.607 

2.74B.B25 

74,320 

143,985 

66,142 
170,455 

6.146,334 

1.309.713 

(48.918) 

20,143 

Adjustments 

Note 1(D) 

$ (1.208) 

(375,530) 
186,439 

(191,299) 

(191,299) 

16,294 

16.294 

(207,593) 

(1,769) 

(16.450) 

Govemment-Wide 

Statements 

Statement of 

Activities 

$ 5,050.959 
665.495 
847.359 
273,600 

186.439 
7.023.852 

3flB,536 

613,589 

736.141 

642,264 
2.37B.530 

4.645,322 

2.958,901 

2,748,825 

74.320 

143,985 

66,142 

170.455 

6,162,628 

1,517.306 

(43,918) 

(1.769) 

3.693 

14,403 

1.304,033 

5.528.650 

(43.178) 

(23.095) 

36,573 

6.832,683 $ 

(28.775) 

1,280,938 

5,625,223 

73,478 $ 6,906.161 

(18,219) 

(225,812) 

(46,994) 

1.470.312 

6.098,428 

7.568,740 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements. 12 



STATEMENT C 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE- AGENCY FUNDS 

Statement of Fiduciary Net Assets 
June 30. 2008 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Other assets 
TOTAL ASSETS 

$ 

5 l 

Tax 
Collector 

Fund 

1,063.727$ 

1,063.727$ 

Civil 
Fund 

135,109$ 

135,109$ 

Criminal 
Fund 

276,982 $ 

276.982 $ 

Drug 
Seizures 
Escrow 

Fund 

20,518$ 

20.518$ 
'• — 

Inmate 
Fund 

5,008 $ 

5.008$ 

Total 

1,501,344 
0 

1,501,344 

LIABILITIES 
Liabilities 

Held for other taxing bodies 
Held for others pending court action 
Held for inmates 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

37,011 $ 
1.026,716 

1.063.727 

135.103 

135.103 

276,982 

276,982 

20,518 

20,518 

$ 37,011 
1.459,325 

5,008 5,008 
5,008 1.501,344 

NET ASSETS 1,063,727$ 135.109$ 276,982 S 20.518$ 5,008$ 1,501,344 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part of this statement 13 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to ttie Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

INTRODUCTION 

As provided by Article V. Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff serves a four-year term, 
as the chief executive officer of the law enforcement district and ex-officio tax collector of the parish. The 
Sheriff also administers the parish jaii system and exercises duties required by the parish court system, such as 
providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court and serving subpoenas. As the ex-officio tax collector of the 
parish, the Sheriff is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem property taxes, state revenue 
sharing funds, fines, costs, and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 

The Sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing state and local laws and ordinances within the territorial 
boundaries of the parish. The Sheriff provides protection to the residents of the parish through on-site patrols 
and investigations and serves the residents of the parish through the establishment of neighborhood watch 
programs, anti-drug abuse programs, and other programs, etcetera. Additionally, the Sheriff, when requested, 
provides assistance to other law enforcement agencies within the parish. 

As the ex-officio tax collector of the parish, the Sheriff is responsible for collecting and distributing ad valorem 
property taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and fines, costs and bond forfeitures imposed by the district court. 

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A. Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying basic financial statements of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff have been prepared in conformity 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for the establishment of governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. The accompanying basic financial statements have been 
prepared in conformity with GASB Statement 34, Basic Financial Statements-and Management's Discussion 
and Analysis-—for State and Local Governments, issued in June, 1999. 

B. Reporting Entitv 

For financial reporting purposes, the Sheriff includes all funds and activities that are controlled by the Sheriff as 
an independently elected parish official. The Sheriff Is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which 
include the hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the 
receipt and disbursement of funds. The DeSoto Parish Police Jury maintains and operates the building in 
which the Sheriffs office is located and provides funds for some equipment and furniture for the Sheriffs office. 
Because the Sheriff is fiscally dependent on the Police Jury, the Sheriff was determined to be a component unit 
ofthe DeSoto Parish Policy Jury. The accompanying financial statements present information only on the funds 
maintained by the DeSoto Sheriff. There are no component units to be included in the Sheriffs reporting entity. 

C. Fund Accounting 

The Sheriff used funds to maintain its financial records during the year. Fund accounting is designed to 
demonstrate legal compliance and to aid management by segregating transactions related to certain Sheriff 
functions and activities. A fund is defined as a separate fiscal and accounting entity with a self-balancing set of 
accounts. 

Governmental funds are used to account for a government's general activities, where the focus of attention Is 
on the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of attention is on 
recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. 
The emphasis of fund financial statements is on major funds, each displayed in a separate column. 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30. 2008 

C. Fund Accounting (continued) 

The amounts reflected in the governmental funds financial statements are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Accordingly, only current 
assets and current liabilities are generaliy Included on the Balance SheeL The Sheriff reports the following 
governmental funds: 

General Fund. The general fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 33:1422 is the principal 
fund and Is used to account for the operations of the Sheriffs office. The Sheriffs primary source 
of revenue is an ad va]orem tax and sales tax levied by the law enforcement district Other sources 
of revenue Include commissions on state revenue sharing, state supplemental pay for deputies, 
civil and criminal fees, fees for court attendance and maintenance of prisoners, and various other 
reimbursements, fees, grants, and commissions. General operating expenditures are paid from 
this fund. 

Special Revenue Funds. Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific 
revenue sources such as ad valorem taxes, sales, taxes, and federal grants. Those revenues are 
legally restricted, either by tax proposition or grant agreement, to expenditures for specified 
purposes. Per criteria for FFS below, these funds are presented as nonmajor funds in the 
governmental fund financial statements. 

Fiduciary Fund financial statements include a Statement of Net Assets. The only funds accounted for in this 
category by the Sheriff are agency funds. The agency funds account for assets held by the Sheriff as an agent 
for various taxing bodies (tax collections) and for deposits held pending court action. These funds, which are 
custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities), do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
Consequently, the agency funds have no measurement focus, but use the modified accrual basis of accounting. 

D. Basis of Accounting/Measurement Focus 

Fund Financial Statements (FFS) 

The amounts reflected in the General Fund and Nonmajor Funds of Statements A and B are accounted for 
using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus only current assets and 
current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. The statement of revenues, expenditures, and 
changes in fund balances reports on the sources (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and uses (i.e., 
expenditures and other financing uses) of current financial resources. This approach is then reconciled, 
through adjustment, to a government-wide view of sheriff operations. 

The amounts reflected in the General Fund and Nonmajor Funds of Statements A and B use the modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting revenues are recognized in the 
accounting period in which they become both measurable and available to finance expenditures of the current 
period. Accordingly, revenues are recorded when received In cash, except that revenues subject to accrual 
(generally 60 days after year-end) are recognized when due. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund 
liability is incurred, except for interest and principal payments on general long-term debt which Is recognized 
when due, and certain compensated absences and claims and judgments which are recognized when the 
obligations are expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources. 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad 
valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis and attached as an enforceable lien and become due and 
payable on the date the tax rolls are filed with the recorder of mortgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1993 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

D. Basis of Accounting/Measurement Focus (continued) 

required that the tax roll be filed on or before November 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes become delinquent 
if not paid by December 31. The taxes are generally collected in December of the current year and January 
and February ofthe ensuing year. 

Sales tax revenues are recorded in the period in which the underlying exchange-has occurred. Gaming tax 
revenues are recorded in the period during which the exchange transactions on which the tax is Imposed occur. 
Fines, forfeitures, fees and court costs are recognized in the period they are released for distribution by the 
Courts. 

Federal and state entitlements are recorded as unrestricted grants-in-aid when available and measurable. 
Revenue from federal and state grants Is recognized when all eligibility requirements have been satisfied. 
Eligibility requirements include timing requirements, which specify the year when resources are required to be 
used or the year when use is first permitted; matching requirements in which the Sheriff must provide local 
resources to be used for a specified purpose; and expenditure requirements in which the resources are 
provided to the Sheriff on a reimbursement liasls. 

Interest earnings on deposits are recorded when earned. 

Those revenues susceptible to accrual are sales taxes, property taxes, grants, contracts, interest revenue and 
charges for services. Substantially all other revenues, including fines, forfeitures and commissions, are not 
susceptible to accrual because generally they are not measurable until received in cash. 

Expenditures 

Salaries and related benefits are recorded when employee services are provided. 

Purchases of various operating supplies are recorded as expenditures in the accounting period in which they 
are purchased. 

Substantially all other expenditures are recognized as expenditures when the related fund liability has been 
incurred. 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid, sales of assets and compensation for loss of 
assets are accounted for as other financing sources (uses). These other sources (uses) are recognized at the 
time the underlying events occur. 

Govemment-Wide Financial Statements (GWFS) 

The column labeled Statement of Net Assets (Statement A) and the column labeled Statement of Activities 
(Statement B) display information about the Sheriff as a wlnole. These statements include all the financial 
activities of the Sheriff. Information contained in these columns reflect the economic resources measurement 
focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting 
from exchange or exchange-like transactions are recognized when the exchange occurs (regardless of when 
cash is received or disburses). Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities resulting from 
nonexchange transactions are recognized in accordance with the requirements of GASB Statement No. 33, 
Accounting and Financial Reporting for Nonexchange Transactions, 

Program revenues include (a) fees and charges paid by the recipients of services offered by the Sheriff, and (b) 
grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or capita! requirement of a particular 
program. Revenues that are not classified as program revenues, including all taxes, are presented as general 
revenues. 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

Basis of Accounting/Measurement Focus (continued) 

A fund is considered major If it Is the primary operating fund of the Sheriff or its total assets, liabilities, revenues, 
or expenditures of the individual governmental fund is at least 10 percent of the corresponding total for all 
governmental funds. Based on this criteria the Sheriff has no major funds. 

The following reconciling schedule is presented to reconcile and explain the differences in fund balances and 
changes in fund balances as presented in these statements to the net assets and changes in net assets 
presented in the Government-Wide financial statements. 

statement A 
Fund financial statements total fund balances S 6,906.161 

Interfund transactions are eliminated In consolidation: 

Interfund receivables (54,527) 

Interfund payables 54,527 

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not current financial resources and, 

therefore, are not reported In fund financial statement, but ars reported In the 

govemmental activities ofthe Statement of Assets 

Cost of capita] assets 

Less accumulated depreciation 

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period and are not 

included in ttie fund financial statements but are Included In the governmental 

activities ofthe Statement of Assets 

Compensated absences 

Certain defened revenues are reported In the govemmental funds but not in the 

Statement of Net Assets 

Government-wide statement net assets 

Statement B 

Fund Financial statements excess of revenues over expenditures 

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures because such outlays 

use current financial resources. However, for governmental activities those capital 

outlays are reported in the Statement of Net Assets and are allocated over their 

useful lives In the Statement ofActivities. 

Capital outlays 376,530 

Depreciation expense (190,012) 

In the Statement of Activities, certain operating expense, such as compensated 

absences are measured by the amounts earned during the year. In the govemmental 

funds, however, expenditures for these items are measured by the amounts 

actually paid. 

(Increase) decrease in accmed compensated absences 1,208 

Because of the timing of actual receipt, some revenues are not considered "available" 

to pay current obligations and are not reported in the govemmental funds. They 

are, however, reported in the Statement of AclIvitlES 

E. Budgets 

Proposed budgets, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, are published in the official journal at 
least 10 days prior to the public hearing. Public hearings are held at the Sheriffs office during the month of 
June for comments from taxpayers. The budgets are then legally adopted by the Sheriff and amended during 
the year, as necessary. Budgets are established and controlled by the Sheriff at the object level of expenditure. 
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1.981,697 

1,246.554 

$ _ 

$ 

735.143 

(146,942) 

89,024 

7.583,386 

1,280,938 



DeSoto Par ish Sher i f f 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

E, Budgets (continued) 

The Sheriff must approve all changes or amendments to the budget. The general fund budget was amended 
during the year. 

Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reappropriated for the following year to be expended. Budgeted 
amounts included In the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget amounts and 
the final budget which includes all amendments. 

F. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes amounts In demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts or 
nonnegotlable certificates of deposit. Under state law, the Sheriff may deposit funds in demand deposits, 
interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under 
Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices In Louisiana. In addition, local governments in 
Louisiana are authorized to invest in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, inc. (LAMP), a non-profit 
corporation formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer and organized under the laws of the State of 
Louisiana, which operates a local government investment pool. 

G. Investments 

Under Louisiana Revised Statute (R.S.) 33:2955. the Sheriff may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, 
or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the 
original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. Under this definition the Sheriff 
does not have any Investments, 

H, Compensated Absences 

The Sheriff has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave; 

After one year of service, all regular, full-time employees are granted 10 days of vacation leave each year. With 
12 years plus continuous service with the DeSoto Parish Sheriff, employees are granted 15 days vacation each 
year. Vacation leave may be accumulated and carried forward to succeeding years. Upon termination of 
employment, employees are paid for up to 160 hours of accumulated vacation leave. Sick leave is granted on a 
case-by-case basis, at the discretion of the Sheriff. 

The Sheriffs recognition and measurement criterion for compensated absences is as follows: The vacation 
leave Is accrued as a liability as the benefits are earned by the employees. Sick leave is not accrued. 

I. Capital Assets 

Capital assets are capitalized at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. Donated 
assets are recorded as capital assets at their estimated fair market value at the date of donation. The Sheriff 
maintains a threshold level of $2,500 or more for capitalizing capital assets. 

Capital assets are recorded In the Statement of Net Assets and Statement of Activities. Since surplus assets 
are sold for an immaterial amount when declared as no longer needed for public purposes, no salvage value Is 
taken into consideration for depreciation purposes. All capital assets, other than land, are depreciated using 
the straight-line method over the following useful lives: 

Asset Class Estimated Useful Lives 

Equipment and furniture 5-20 
Vehicles 5 

19 



DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30. 2008 

J, Interfund Transactions 

Resources belonging to particular funds are commonly shared with other funds that need access to additional 
resources. When resources are provided without expectation of repayment, the transaction is reported a a 
transfer and is treated as a source of income by the recipient and as an expenditure or expense by the provider. 
If repayment is expected, these receivables and payables are classified as "Advance to (from)other funds." In 
preparing the government-wide financial statements, transfers are eliminated to present net transfers for 
governmental activities. In addition, interfund receivables and payables are eliminated to present a net balance 
for each type of activity. 

K. Prepaid Items 

Payments made to vendors for services that will benefit beyond June 30, 2008 are recorded as prepaid 
expenses. 

L. Fund Equity 

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds report reservations of fund balance for amounts that are 
not available for appropriation or are legally restricted by outside parties for use for a specific purpose. 

M. Restricted Net Assets 

For govemment-wide statement of net assets, net assets are reported as restricted when constraints placed on 
net asset use are either 

1. Externally imposed by creditors (such as debt covenants), grantors, contributors, or laws or 
regulations of other governments; or 

2. Imposed by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 

N. Deferred Revenues 

Deferred revenues arise when potential revenues do not meet both the "measurable" and "available" criteria for 
recognition in the current period. Deferred revenues also arise when the Sheriff receives resources before It 
has a legal claim to them, as when grant monies are received prior to the occurrence of qualifying expenditures. 
In subsequent periods, when both revenue recognition criteria have been met or the Sheriff has a legal claim to 
the resources, the liability for deferred revenue Is removed from the balance sheet and revenue Is recognized. 

O. Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported 
amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial 
statements and the reported amounts of revenues, expenditures, and expenses during the reporting period. 
Actual results could differ from those amounts. 

2. LEVIED TAXES 

The Sheriff was authorized an ad valorem tax millage of 12.47 mills and levied taxes of 12.47 mills for 2008. Ad 
valorem taxes are recorded In the year the taxes are assessed. 

Total assessed value was $329,776,185 in 2008. Louisiana state law exempts the first $75,000 of assessed 
value of a taxpayer's primary residence from parish property taxes. This homestead exemption was a total of 
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DeSoto Par ish Sher i f f 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

2. LEVIED TAXES (continued) 

$38,051,137 of the assessed value in 2008. The following are the principal taxpayers for the parish and their 
2008 assessed valuation (amounts expressed in thousands): 

Type of Assessed Percentage of 
Taxpayer Business Valuation Total Assessed 

_ _ ^ _ Valuation 
International Paper Co. Manufacturing $70,209 21.29% 
Southwestern Electric Utility 24,067 7.30% 
Exco Partners Operating Oil & Gas 23,629 7.17% 

Total $117,905 35.75% 

Government 
Funds 

54,539 $ 
6,068,239 

625,171 
700 

6,748,649 $ 

Fiduciary 
Funds 

417,240 $ 
1,084,117 

1.501.357$ 

Total 
471,779 

7,152,356 
625,171 

700 
8.250,006 

The DeSoto Sheriff passed a one-half of one percent (1/2%) sales and use tax on July 17, 2004. Collection of 
the tax began October 1, 2004. These funds are dedicated to paying salaries and benefits for the law 
enforcement personnel of the Sheriff. The amount of sales tax collected for year ended June 30, 2008 was 
$2,748,825. 

3. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

At June 30, 2008, the Sheriff has cash in interest bearing and non-interest bearing accounts (book balance) 
totaling $7,623,554 as follows: 

Demand deposits $ 
Interest-bearing demand deposits 
Lamp account 
Petty Cash 
Categorized bank deposits $ 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market Under state law, these deposits, or the resulting 
bank balances, must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times 
equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both partes. 

Deposits (collected bank balances) at June 30, 2008, are $8,178,733. These deposits are secured from risk by 
$500,000 of federal deposit insurance and $18,166,451 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the 
name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement No. 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement ofthe custodial bank to 
advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Sheriff that the fiscal agent has 
failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that securities held by a third party 
shall be deemed to be held in the Sheriffs name. 

At June 30, 2008, the balance in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP) account Is $625,171, 
(See summary of Significant Accounting Policies Note E.) In accordance with GASB Codification 150.164, the 
balance in the LAMP account is not categorized in the three risk categories provided by GASB Codification 
150.164 because the balance is In the pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in 
physical or book entry form. Only local governments having contracted to participate in LAMP have an interest 
in the pool of assets. The primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe environment for the placement of 
public funds In short-term, high-quality investments. The LAMP portfolio includes only securities and other 
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DeSoto Par ish Sher i f f 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30, 2008 

3. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS (continued) 

obligations in which local governments in Louisiana are authorized to invest Accordingly, LAMP investments 
are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U.S. Treasury, U.S. government, or one of its 
agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities. 
The dollar weighted average portfolio maturity of LAMP assets is restricted to not more than 90 days, and 
consists of no securities with a maturity In excess of 397 days. LAMP is designed to be highly liquid to give its 
participants immediate access to their account balances. Therefore, under GASB 9, the Sheriff classifies this 
account as cash. 

4. RECEIVABLES 

The following Is a summary of receivables at June 30, 2008: 

Intergovernmental revenues: 
Parish LACE revenue 
Other receivable 
State grants 
Probation officer 
Bond fees, fines and forfeitures 
Civil fees and sales 
Ad valorem tax 

Fees, charges, and commissions for sen/ices: 
Court attendance 
Transporting of prisoners 
Feeding and keeping prisoners 
Local security contracts 
Background checks 

Totals 

General 
Fund 

$ 41,300 
160 

2,167 
29.651 
22,784 
13,363 
90,309 

10,100 
9.459 

24,176 
24,733 
18.962 

$ 287.164 

Nonmajor 
Funds 

$ 

1,275 

$ 1.275 

Total 

$ 41.300 
160 

2,167 
29,651 
24.059 
13.363 
90,309 

-
10,100 
9,459 

24.176 
24.733 
18.962 

$ 288.439 

AH receivables are current and therefore due within one year. Allowances are reported when accounts are 
proven to be uncollectible. There are no allowances reported. 

5. INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES 

The Sheriff transfers from the General Fund into the nonmajor funds in anticipation of grant revenues that will 
be received by these funds. When the revenues arrive, the general fund Is repaid. Individual balances reported 
as Interfund receivables/payables, advance to/from other funds at June 30, 2008, are as follows: 

Interfund receivable 
Interfund payables 
Total 

s " 

2_ 

General 
Fund 

46,506 $ 
{2,321) 
44,185 5 

Task Force 
Program Fund 

5,700 
(18,247) 
(12.547) 

Task Force 
Budget Fund 

(33.959) 
(33,959) 
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DeSoto Par ish Sher i f f 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30. 2008 

6. CAPITAL ASSETS 

A summary of changes In office furnishings, equipment and vehicles follows: 

Governmental Activities 

Depreciable assets: 
Office equipment & furniture 
Vehicles 

Total depreciable assets 

Less accumulated depreciation 

Capital assets, net 

$" 

Balance 
6/30/2007 

$ 
216,252 

1,388,916 
1,605,168 

1,056,542 

548,626 

Additions 
$ 

100,419 
276,110 
376.529 

190,012 

186,517 

Deletions 
$ 

0 

- $ 

Balance 
6/30/2008 

316,671 
1,665,026 
1.981,697 

1,246,554 

735,143 

Depreciation expense in the amount of $149,625 was charged to public safety. 

7. LONG-TERM DEBT 

The following Is a summary of long-term debt transactions (compensatory time) for the year ended June 30, 
2008: 

Long-term 
debt 

Compensated absences at July 1, 2007 $ 148,150 
Additions 146,942 
Deductions (148.150) 

Compensated absences at June 30, 2008 $ 146.942 

8. PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs office are members of the 
Louisiana Sheriffs' Pension and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All Sheriffs and all deputies who were between the ages of 18 and 50 at the time of original employment, are 
found to be physically fit, and who earn at least $400 per month are required to participate In the System. 
Employees are eligible to retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service and receive a 
benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a percentage of their final-average salary for each year of credited 
sen/ice. The percentage factor to be used for each year of service is 2.5% for each year if total service is at 
least 12 but less than 15 years, 2.75% for each year if total service Is atleast 15 but less than 20 years, and 3% 
for each year if total service is at least 20 years (Act 1117 of 1995 increased the accrual rate by 0.25% for all 
service rendered on or after January 1,1980.) In any case, the retirement benefit cannot exceed 100 percent of 
their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or 
joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service 
and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued 
to their date of termination as indicated previously. Employees who terminate with at least 20 years of credited 
service are also eligible to elect early benefits between ages 50 and 55 with reduced benefits equal to the 
actuarial equivalent of the benefit to which they would otherwise be entitled at age 55. The System also 
provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statute. 
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DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30. 2008 

8. PENSION PLAN (continued) 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Sheriffs' 
Pension and Relief Fund, Post Office Box 3163, Monroe, Louisiana 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. 

Funding Policy, Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 10 percent of their annual covered 
salary and the DeSoto Parish Sheriff is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate to the pension 
plan. The current rate is 11 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also Include one-
half of one percent ofthe taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish and funds as required and 
available from insurance premium taxes. The contribution requirements of plan members and the DeSoto 
Parish Sheriff are established and may be amended by slate statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year 
based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The DeSoto Parish SherifTs contributions to the 
System for the years ended June 30, 2008, 2007, and 2006 were $395,158, $354,856. and $352,275, 
respectively, equal to fhe required contributions for each year. 

9. OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 

According the R.S. 33:1448(0), the Sheriff Is required to pay the costs of group medical and dental insurance 
and for the first ten thousand dollars of life insurance for all Sheriffs' and Deputy Sheriffs' retired with at least 
fifteen years of service who are at least fifty-five years of age. For the year ended June 30, 2008, there were 
five retirees receiving these benefits and the total amount of premiums paid for them totaled $22,381. 

In June, 2004, The Governmental Accounting Standards Board issued Statement No. 45, "Accounting and 
Financial Reporting by Employers for Post-employment Benefit Plans Other Than Pension Plans." The Sheriff is 
required to implement this standard for the year ending June 30, 2009. The Sheriff has not yet determined the 
full Impact that the adopfion of Statement No. 45 will have on the financial statements. 

10. DEFERRED COMPENSATION 

Certain employees of DeSoto Sheriff participate in the Louisiana Public Employees Deferred Compensation 
Plan adopted under the provisions ofthe Internal Revenue Code Section 457. Complete disclosures relafing to 
the Plan are included in the separately Issued audit report for the Plan, available from the Louisiana Legislative 
Auditor, P. O. Box 94397, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9397. 

11. CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

A summary of changes in agency fund balances due to taxing bodies and others follows: 

Balance Balance 
FUND July 1. Additions Deductions June 30, 

Tax collector 
Civil 
Criminal 
Drug Seizures Escrow 
Inmate Commissary 

Totals 

$ 

$ 

953.437 
222.325 
271.426 

19.411 
5,501 

1,472.100 

$ 29,992,439 
1,070,449 
2,804,935 

28,460 
109,166 

$ 34,005,449 
• . - • • : • = 

$ 

$ 

29,882,149 
1.157,665 
2,799,379 

27,353 
109,659 

33.976,205 

$ 

$ 

1.063,727 
135,109 
276,982 
20,518 
5.00B 

1,501,344 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
June 30. 2008 

12. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 

At June 30, 2008, the DeSoto Parish Sheriff was involved in two lawsuits which were either adequately covered 
by liability Insurance or, in the opinion ofthe Sheriffs legal counsel, will not result In any liability to the Sheriff'. 

The Sheriff receives grants for specific purposes that are subject to review and audit by the grantor agencies. 
Such audits could result in a request for reimbursement for disallowed costs underthe terms ofthe agreements, 
in the opinion of management, such disallowance, if any, would be insignificant. 

13. RISK MANAGMENT 

The Sheriff Is exposed to various risk of loss related to torts, theft of, damage to, and destruction of assets, 
en'ors and omissions, and injuries to employees. To handle such risk of loss, the Sheriff maintains commercial 
insurance policies covering: automobile liability, medical payments, uninsured motorist, and collision; health 
Insurance providing 100 percent coverage for any employee injured while on the job; and surety bond 
coverage. No claims were paid on any of the policies during the past three years which exceeded the policies' 
coverage amounts. In addition to the above policies, the Sheriff also maintains a liability insurance policy with 
the Louisiana Sheriffs' Risk Management Program. No claim has been paid on the policy during the past three 
years nor is the Sheriff aware of any unfiled claims. 

14. FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

During the year ended June 30, 2008, the DeSoto Parish Sheriff participated in the following federal financial 
assistance programs: 

Federal 
CFDA Grant Issues/ 

Federal Grantor/Pass-through Grantor/Program Title Number Number Expenditures 
United States Department of Justice 
Louisiana Commission of Law Enforcement 

Multi-JurisdictJonal Task Force 
Total Federal Financial Assistance 

16.738 B07-1-007E02 $ 38.090 
38.090 

The DeSoto Parish Sheriffs office administers monies received for Homeland Security/Emergency 
Preparedness Grants that are distributed by the DeSoto Parish Police Jury. This revenue Is recorded by the 
DeSoto Parish Police Jury. 

16. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST 

The net assets held for others pending court action in the Tax Collector agency fund at June 30, 2008 reflects 
taxes paid under protest, plus interest earned to date on these funds. These funds are held pending resolution 
of the protest. 

17. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

Procedures, observafions, and Inquiries did not disclose any material related party transactions for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2008. 

18. ON-BEHALF PAYMENTS FOR SALARIES 

The Sheriff recognizes as general fund revenues and expenses supplemental pay made by the State of 
Louisiana to the Sheriffs employees. For year ended June 30, 2008 the state contributed $371,918. 

25 



REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
(PART II) 

BUDGET COMPARISON SCHEDULE 



DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE - GENERAL FUND 
June 30. 2008 

SCHEDULE 1 

EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES 

Public Safety: 

Personal services & related benefits 

Operating expenses 

Materials & supplies 

Travel & ottier charges 

Capital outlays 

Total Expenditures/Expenses 

Original 

$ 4.425.140 3 

570,845 

630,497 

1B.OO0 

265.000 

5,909.481 

Final 

; 5,043.440 

58B.295 

934.437 

275,650 

276.100 

7.115.921 

General 

Fund 

$ 5,015.525 

579.613 

815.313 

270.948 

376,530 

7,057.929 

Variance with 

Final Budget 

Positive(Negative) 

$ 27.915 

6,682 

119,124 

4.702 

(100.430) 

57.993 

PROGRAM REVENUES 

Prisoner reimbursement fees 

Contractual fees 

Rnes, forteitures, and other fees 

Operating grants and contributions 

Total Program Revenues 

Net Program Expense 

GENERAL REVENUES 

Property taxes 

Sales taxes 

Slate revenue sharing 

Video Poker 

Miscellaneous Income 

Investment earnings 

Total General Revenues 

EXCESS (Deficiency) of REVENUES OVER 

EXPENDITURESyCHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

Other financing sources: 

Operating transfers in (out) 

Sale of assets 

Compensation for damaged assets 

Total other financial sources 

EXCESS (Deficiency) of REVENUES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES/CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

337,300 

481,700 

353,950 

375,450 

419,540 

666.100 

682,550 

651.250 

386,536 

613,589 

649,909 

594.703 

(33,004) 

(52,511) 

(32.641) 

(56,547) 

1.548,400 

4.361.081 

4.624,800 

16.000 

279,719 

2.419,440 

4.696.481 

5,835,000 

14,300 

1.152.819 

2,244.737 

4,813,192 

6.102.822 

14,403 

1,304.033 

(174,703) 

(116.710) 

2.241.500 

2,100.000 

55.000 

90.000 

20.800 

117.500 

2.942,900 

2.506.000 

37,000 

144,000 

39,100 

166,000 

2,942.607 

2.748.825 

74.320 

143.985 

24,209 

158,875 

(293) 

242.825 

37,320 

(15) 

(14,891) 

(2.876) 

262.070 

263,719 

_ 

15.000 

1,000 

1,138,519 

(5,700) 

20,000 

-

1,289,630 

(5.740) 

-
20.143 

145.360 

(40) 

(20.000) 

20,143 

103 

145.463 

FUND B A I - A N C E ; N E T ASSETS: 

Beginning of the Year 

End of Year 

5.528,650 

5,808.369 

5,528.650 5,526,650 5.526,650 

6,681,469 $ 6,832.683 $ 5.674.113 

The accompanying notes are an Integral part ofthe rinanclal stalaments. 
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DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to Required Supplementary Information 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 2008 

Budgetary Information 

The Sheriff's budget is prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. Budgets for most governmental funds are adopted annually on the 
cash basis of accounting. 

The Louisiana Local Government Budget Act provides that "the total proposed expenditures shall 
not exceed the total of estimated funds available for the ensuing year." The "total estimated funds 
available" is the sum of the respective estimated fund balances at the beginning of the year and 
the anticipated revenues for the current year. 

Other financing sources reported in the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes In 
Fund Balances-Governmental Fund {Statement E, page 18) is budgeted with other revenues. 
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OTHER SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND SCHEDULES 



DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfie[d, Louisiana 

Other Nonmajor Special Revenue Funds 
Year ended June 30, 2008 

Drug Task Force Budget Fund 

The Drug Task Force Fund consists of a federal grant from the United States Department of 
Justice passed through the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of 
Criminal Justice, and local matching grants. The purpose of the fund is to increase the 
apprehension, prosecution, adjudication, detention, rehabilitation, eradication, and treatment of 
persons who violate state and local laws relating to the production, possession, and transfer of 
controlled substances. 

Drug Task Force Program Income Fund 

The Drug Task Force Program Income Fund accounts for income from the sale of seized assets 
and contributions. The purpose of the fund is to increase the apprehension, prosecution, 
adjudication, detention, rehabilitation, eradication, and treatment of persons who violate state and 
local laws relating to the production, possession, and transfer of controlled substances. 

DARE Fund 

The DARE Fund consists of a state grant from the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement 
and public donations and certain court costs. The grant, donations, and costs are used to reduce 
illegal drug use among youth through educational programs. 

Commissary Fund 

The commissary fund accounts for the profit made from the inmate fund. These funds are used to 
purchase necessary items for the inmates. 

Criminal Interdiction/Grant Fund 

The criminal interdiction fund holds monies released from drug seizures. The monies can be used 
to supplement the drug task force. If restricted grants are received, they are also accounted for In 
this fund. 
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Schedule 2 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - NONMAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

Balance Sheet 

June 30. 2008 

Task Force 
Budget 
Fund 

Task Force 
Program 

Income Fund 
DARE 
Fund 

Commissary 
Fund 

Criminal 
Interdiction/ 

Grant 
Fund Total 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Receivables 
Interfund receivables 
Prepaid expenses 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY 
Liabililies; 
Due to other taxing bodies 
Interfund payables 

Total liabilities 
Fund equity; 
Fund balance: 
Reserved 
UnreservBd-undesignated 
Tolal Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY 

S 

$ 

$ 

$ 

26,238 S 

26.238 S 

s 
33.959 
33.959 

(7,721) 
(7.721) 

26.238 $ 

19,182 

5.700 

24.882 

18.247 
18.247 

6.635 
6,635 

24.882 

S 

s 

s_ 

53,309 S 
1,275 
2,321 

150 
57.055 S 

S 

57,055 

57.055 

57.055 $ 

10,519 $ 

10.519 S 

s 

10.519 
10.519 

10.519 S 

6.990 

6.990 

0 

6.990 
6,990 

6.990 

$ 

S~ 

s 

$ 1 

116,238 
1,275 
8.021 

150 
125.684 

52,206 
52.206 

57.055 
16.423 
73.478 

125.684 
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Schedule 3 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - NONMAJOR SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes In Fund Balances 

For the year ended June 30, 2008 

(REVENUES 
Fees, Fines, Seizures, and Cammlssions 
Operating Granis and Contributions 
Federal grants 
Tri-Parish matching funds 

Interest 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL REVENUES 
EXPENDITURES 
Public safety: 

Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
Materials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Capital outlay 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

Task Task Criminal 
Force Force Interdiction/ 

Budget Program DARE Commissary Grant 
Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Total 

s 

18.623 

7,017 

25,640 

11.235 

29,402 

0 

40,637 

72,537 S 

72,537 

3.636 

15,493 

7,672 

2.395 

32,196 

13,695 S 

21.921 

1,579 

37,195 

19,600 

11,193 

7,035 

257 

38,090 

S 

41,933 

41,933 

25,289 

14.246 

39,535 

S 

0 

2,171 

1,500 

3.D93 

0 

6,764 

86,232 

40,544 

7.Q17 

1,579 

41,933 

177,305 

35,642 

85,882 

32,046 

2,652 

157,222 

EXCESS (DEFlCiENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

Otherfinancing sources (usos) 
Paid to other taxing entities 
Transfer tn 
Transfer out 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 

OVER EXPEhJDITURES 

FUND BAUNCES. BEGINNING QF YEAR 

FUND BALANCES, END OF YEAR 

2.395 (6,764) 20.083 

5,740 

(9.257) 

1.536 

B (7,721) $ 

(48.918) 

(8.577) 

15.212 

6.635 S 

(895) 

57,950 

57,055 S 

2.398 

8,121 

10,519 S 

(6.754) 

13,754 

6.990 S 

(4Q.918) 

5,740 

0 

(23,095) 

96.573 

73,478 
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D e S o t o Par i sh Sher i f f 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Ficiuciary Fund Type—^Agency Funds 
Year ended June 30, 2008 

Tax Collector Fund 

Article V, Section 27 ofthe Louisiana Constitution of 1974, provides that the Sheriff will 
serve as the coltector of state and parish taxes, licenses, and fees. The Tax Collector 
Fund is used to collect and distribute these taxes to the appropriate taxing bodies. 

Civil Fund 

The Civil Fund accounts for the collection of funds in civil suits, Sheriffs sales, and 
garnishments and payment of these collections to the Sheriff's General Fund and other 
recipients In accordance with applicable laws. 

Criminal Fund 

The Criminal Fund is a depository for cash bonds, fines, and court costs which are 
posted in criminal and traffic cases and the collection of a bond fee charge levied for the 
processing of cash bonds. Bond fee charges are transferred to the Sheriffs General 
Fund and cash bonds-are held until cases are heard in court and then either refunded to 
defendants, or distributed as directed by the court. 

Drug Seizures Escrow Fund 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 40:2616, the District Attorney for the 
Eleventh Judicial District has appointed the DeSoto Parish Sheriff as administrator for 
the Drug Seizures Escrow Fund. This fund accounts for seized property subject to 
forfeiture to the law enforcement agencies that participated in the seizing process. The 
distributions to the appropriate agencies are made only upon order of the district 
attorney as approved by the court. 

Inmate Fund 

The Inmate Fund accounts for funds of inmates that are used for personal items 
purchased by the inmates. 
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SCHEDULE 4 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE-AGENCY FUNDS 
Statement of Changes in Net Assets 

For Ihe year ended June 30. 2Q08 

Additions: 
Deposits: 

SherifTs sales 
Rnes, fDrfeitures, and costs 
Garnishments 
Seizures, bonds, etc 

Taxes, fees, etc., received 

Ad valorem taxes: 
Current year 
Prior year 
Protested 

State revenue sharing 
Interest on: 

Operating account 
Delinquent taxes 
Prior year taxes 

CosI of tax notices, etc. 
Redemptions 
Other additions 

Total additions 
Deductions: 

Settlement payments to: 
Louisiana Dept of Forestry 
Red River Levee District 
Louisiana Tax Commission 

DeSoto Parish: 
Slneriffs General Fund 
Clerk of Court 
Police Jury 
School Board 
Parish Library 
Assessor 
Municipalities 
District Attomey 
Communications District 
Criminal Court Fund 
Utigants, attorneys 
Pension Funds 
Northwest Crime Lab 
Northwest Juvenile Detention 
Louisiana Rehabilitation 
Fire protection District No. 1 
Fire protection District No. 2 
Fire protection District No. 5 
Fire protection District No. 6 
Fire protection District No. 9 
Water District No. 1 
Ambulance Sen/Ice District 
Other Settlements 
Refunds 
Other reductions 

Total reductions 

Change In Net Assets 

Net Assets, beginning 
Not Assets, ending 

Tax 
Collector 

Fund 

29,170,089 
30,801 

130,588 
581,827 

29.451 
3,314 
9,705 

13.499 
19.317 
3.848 

29.992.439 

28,922 
2,880 
6,935 

3.062,491 
8.291 

3.985.977 
15,501,145 

726,869 
819,031 

247,163 

819,258 

301.956 
147,210 
194.580 

1,414.791 
204.898 

1,387.114 
943,268 

79,370 

29.882,149 

110.290 

953,437 
. 1.063,727 S 

C/vil 
Fund 

893.309 

177.140 

1,070,449 

237.530 
29,151 

198,650 

692.334 
1,157.665 

(87.216) 

222.323 
135,109 $ 

Criminal 
Fund 

2,702.779 

102.156 

2,804,935 

321,994 
122,634 
982,045 

734 
383.219 

570,971 

132,378 
90,388 
43.893 

87,238 
63.B85 

2.799,379 

5,556 

271.426 
276.982 $ 

Drug 
Scizuros 
Escrow 
Fund 

28.460 

28.460 

27.353 

27,353 

1,107 

19,411 
20,518 $ 

Inmate 
Fund 

109.156 
109.166 

109,659 
109,659 

(493) 

5,501 
5,008 $ 

Total 

893,309 
2.702,779 

177.140 
130.616 

29,170.089 
30.801 

130,588 
581,827 

29.451 
3.314 
9,705 

13.499 
19.317 

113.014 
34,005,449 

28,922 
2,880 
6,935 

3,622.015 
160.076 

4,968.022 
15.501,145 

726.869 
819.031 

734 
410,572 
247,163 
570,971 
198,650 
819,258 
132.378 
90,388 
43,893 

301,956 
147.210 
194,580 

1.414.791 
204,898 

1,387,114 
943,268 
87,238 

143.255 
801.993 

33,976,205 

29,244 

1,472,100 
1,501.344 

• -g ' . -u . ; 
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OTHER REPORTS REQUIRED BY 

GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following pages contain a report on internal control and on compliance with laws 
regulations, and other matters in accordance with Government Auditing Standards as 
required by Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General ofthe 
United States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. The report 
is based solely on the audit ofthe financial statements and includes, where appropriate, 
any significant deficiencies and/or material weaknesses in internal control or compliance 
and other matters that would be material to the presented financial statements 



GPA 
122 JEFFERSON STREET * MANSFIELD. LOUISIANA 71052 " (318) 872-3007 > FAX (318) 872-1357 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING 
AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

DeSoto Parish Sheriff 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

I have audited the financial statements of the governmenta! activities, as well as the aggregate nonmajor 
governmental funds, of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 2008, and have issued 
my report thereon dated January 23, 2009. 1 conducted my audit in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Govemment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General ofthe United States. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

in planning and performing my audit, I considered The DeSoto Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinions on the 
financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the DeSoto Parish 
Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, I do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of 
the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs internal control over financial reporting. 

IVIy consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the preceding 
paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in internal control over financial 
reporting that might be significant deficiencies or material wealcnesses. However, as discussed below, I identified 
certain deficiencies in Internal control over financial reporting that I consider to be significant deficiencies. 

A control deficiency exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management or employees, in 
the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent or detect misstatements on a timely basis. A 
significant deficiency is a control deficiency, or combination of control deficiencies, that adversely affects the 
DeSoto Parish Sheriffs ability to initiate, authorize, record, process, or report financial data reliably in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles such that there is more than a remote likelihood that a 
misstatement of the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs financial statements that Is more than inconsequential will not be 
prevented or detected by the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs internal control, i consider the deficiencies described in the 
accompanying schedule of findings and responses to be significant deficiencies in internal control over financial 
reporting: 2008-01 and 2008-02. 

A material weakness is a significant deficiency, or combination of significant deficiencies, that results in more than 
a remote likelihood that a material misstatement of the financial statements will not be prevented or detected by 
the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs internal control. 

My consideration of the intemal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and would not necessarily identify all deficiencies in the internal control that might be 
significant deficiencies and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all significant deficiencies that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses. However, I believe that none of the significant deficiencies described 
above is a material weakness. 
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Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the DeSoto Parish Sheriffs basic financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. The results of my 
tests disclosed one instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards ar\6 which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and responses as: item 2008-03. 

DeSoto Parish Sheriffs response to the findings identified in my audit is described In the accompanying schedule 
of findings and responses. I did not audit DeSoto Parish Sheriffs response and, accordingly, I express no opinion 
on it 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff, management of the 
Sheriffs office and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor, federal awarding agencies, and pass-through entities and is 
not Intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. Under Louisiana 
Revised Statute 24:513, this report is a public document and its distribution is not limited. 

Mansfield, Louisiana 
January 23. 2Q09 
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AUDIT FINDINGS 



DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Responses 
For the Year ended June 30, 2008 

Part I. Summary of Auditor's Results 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT: 

1 have audited the basic financial statements of the DeSoto Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 
2008, and have issued my report thereon dated January 26, 2009. I conducted my audit m accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted In the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial 
audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General ofthe United States. My 
audit of the financial statements as of June 30, 2008, resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL OVER THE FINANCIAL REPORTING: 

Internal Control 

Material Weaknesses D Yes H No 

Other Conditions M Yes D No 

Compliance 

Compliance Material to Financial Statements El Yes D No 

A management letter was not issued. 

FEDERAL AWARDS 

Not applicable 

Part IL Findings relating to the Financial Statements which are required to be Reported under Govemment 
Auditing Standards. 

FINDINGS RELATED TO INTERNAL CONTROL 

2008-01. Inadequate design of intemal control over financial statement preparation. 

Criteria: In the past, auditors were able to draft the financial statements with management accepting responsibility. 
Effective for financial statements ending on or after December 15, 2006. Statements on Auditing Standards 112 
expands management's responsibility to ensure the proprietary and completeness of the financial statements and 
related footnotes. 

Finding: The Sheriffs staff responsible for preparation of the financial statements and related footnote disclosure in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) lacks the resources and/or knowledge necessary 
to internaliy complete the reporting requirements. 

Recommendation: The Sheriff should either: 1) obtain the resources and/or knowledge necessary to internally prepare 
or review the auditor's preparation of the financial statements and related footnote disclosures in accordance with 
GAAP, or 2) determine if the cost of 1) overrides the benefit of correcting this control deficiency. 

39 



DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Schedule of Findings and Responses 
For the Year ended June 30, 2008 

2008-02. Inadequate segregation of duties. 

Criteria. Good internal control requires that different personnel be assigned to authorize transactions, record 
transactions, and maintain custody of assets. 

Finding. The Sheriff does not have adequate segregation of functions or duties within the accounting system. 
Because of this, monitoring controls that could be used to detect errors and/or inappropriate actions cannot be 
performed effectively. 

Recommendation: The duties should be segregated to the extent possible to prevent both intentional and 
unintentional errors. Segregation includes: 1) separating transaction authorization from custody of related assets; 
2) separating initializing transactions from genera! ledger posting and maintenance; 3) separating monitoring 
responsibility from record-keeping. Where these segregations are not practical, I recommend close supervision 
and review, 

FINDINGS RELATED TO COMPLIANCE 

2008-03. Violation ofthe Louisiana Audit Law 

Criteria: Louisiana Revised Statutes require the DeSoto Parish Sheriff to submit annual financial statements to the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditor with six (6) months of the end of the fiscal year. 

Finding: The Sheriff failed to submit his annual financial statements within the required time. 

Recommendation: Because of a death In my family, I, as auditor, was unable to complete the audit before the 
required due date. An extension was requested and granted by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 
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DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year ended June 30. 2008 

None. 
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DeSoto Parish Sheriff's Office 
205 Franldin Street 

Mansfield, Louisiana 71052 
pi^\ Phone (318) 872-3956 • FAX (318) 872-2304 

Patrick Cobbs 
Rodney Arbitcklc Chkf DL̂ puty 

Shenit 

DESOTO PARISH SHERIFF 
Mansfield, Louisiana 

RESPONSE TO CURRENT YEAR FINDINGS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30.2008 

2008-01 Financial statement preparation 
Based upon the cost versus benefit of obtaining die necessary resources and/or training, I 
have determined that is not cost effective for the accounting department to obtain the 
necessary qualifications and training to establish intemal controls over the preparation of 
financial statements in accordance with GAAP. I feel it is In my interest to continue to 
outsource this task to tlie independent auditor, and to cai'eflilly review tlie draft financial' 
statements and notes prior to approving them and accepting responsibility for their 
content and presentation. 

2008-02 Segregation of Duties 
At this time I have determined that it is not cost effective to attempt to achieve complete 
segregation of duties within the accounting functions ofthe DeSoto Parish Sheriff We 
will try to rotate duties among available persormel whenever possible. We will, also, try 
to build in more effective monitoring controls separate from tlie record-keeping 
functions. 

2008-03 Louisiana Audit Law violation 
I concur with the auditor's recommendation 

Rodney Arbuclde 
Sheriff 


